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Hello, My name is Kathy Brehm LaPella.   This is my website.

  I started working on my family history in 1974 after working in the Historical Museum in Mountain Home.

The first way you start looking for your family is by writing to as many of your relatives as possible.

So I sent out lots of letters to everyone that my parents had addresses for.  All the family sent back letters with lots and lots of information.  Of course, in 1974 everything I did was hand typed. 

  My Uncle Scott Walker had already done a lot of research on my mother’s side of the family.  So I started looking for information on my father’s side.   Wow!  I found out that we were Germans, but we came from Russia.  This was a real trip.  I found out about the American Historical Society of Germans from Russia,  (AHSGR) and joined it.  I met, by letter, Col. Carl Yost and Jake Sinner.  They both worked with the AHSGR a lot and helped me search for information on the families.    (note: I still have not connected Carl Yost’s “Yost” line to the main family)  

  With my name in the Clues book, I got lots of letters from people that were also researching the same families.

Many of the letters were from Yost and Brehm people that I could find no connection to.  But I kept all the letters.

Now, 25 years later, I have gotten copies of the Pleve Brehm and Yost charts.  These charts go back to early 1700’s.

Now, going back through all the old letters, I am able to connect most of them my family.

  Lloyd Hoagland, in California, also worked hard on the family history.  He has passed the work onto his son-in-law Don Spence.   Lloyd had the idea of doing a book on the Brehm/Yost families.  But this was before the Internet.  

I thought that doing a Web page would enable us to continue expanding the information we had.

  So here you have it.   Please remember that the information has been retyped many times, before finally being typed into a computer genealogy program. 

  There are many different sources of information.   Many times they do not match.  Let me know the differences.

So if you find anything, please contact me so I can update the records.

Thank you for stopping by, Kathy Brehm LaPella

Art and Kathy together:  (by Kathy)

 In Aug 1992 we played a trivia game at Red Lion Inn in SeaTac, WA.  This is where Art met I, soon to be Mrs. Arthur LaPella.  Our first date, outside of walking Angus at Red Lion, was to play cards, pinochle, with my parents visiting Seattle.  Art and I dated for 6 months and then 6 months later we were married.  The date set was July 31, 1993.

Kathy already had a trip to Culbertson, NE planned to visit her great aunts, Mary and Elise.  This would be the last time I would see them.

  We were married on July 31, 1993.  The theme of the wedding was Star Trek.  Everyone was to bring his or her Star Trek costumes and change after the wedding.  It was great fun.  My wedding dress had Star Trek decorations on it.  Art was then dressed as Worf.   Dawniell Dickerson had a basket full of little fluff balls.  She put them out on all the tables throughout the reception, to make it look like the tribbles were having babies.  There were ships on all the tables, that Dad put together in Mountain Home, ID and mailed to me.

  When I married Art, his dad, Paul, and his mom, Stella, also moved in with us.  We couldn’t leave Paul and Stella in Everett, WA by themselves, so the family home was sold.  Stella had Alzheimer’s.  She died about a month after we were married.    

  We started doing Volksmarches about 1995.  These are 10 km (6.2 m) walks that are set up around the Seattle area.  This was to get me in better shape for having kids.  At 38, I needed to lose weight.  It worked. 

 Sam arrived April 16, 1997, (10 lbs 5 ounces) the day after his grandma Cara’s birthday, April 15.

  We then started planning on having another child.  So we had to think about moving to a bigger house.  In 1998, October, we packed up Paul, my father-in-law, Art, and Sam, and moved to the new house on 28th.  Mom and Dad come out to visit the day of the move.  This worked out great, I sent Sam over to them at the new house, and we worked on cleaning up the old house.  We joked a lot, that if we didn’t have another child, Sam would have a very big house to play in. 

  But then Nov 9, 1999, Anna came along. (7 lbs 13 ounces)  Mom and Dad moved out from Mountain Home, ID on Nov 7, 1999, just in the nick of time.  Sam stayed with them for a few days.     

 June 3, 2000 we got into the car accident.  This stopped the walking for a while. 

  Anna starts to crawl at Sally’s house.  She starts to walk while mom and dad are taking care of her after the accident. 

  But now, we still go on lots and lots of walks. 

  Usually, once a week, Art and Kathy get together with Kathy’s mom and dad to play pinochle.  The kids play at grandma and grandpa’s home.  At 4 years Sam is a great big brother.

  My dad, Harold, is not well; he has diabetes, and doesn’t walk well.  But he still plays cards great.  We also play card games with Sam, Old Maid and Go Fish.

  Sept 10, 2001 Paul, my father-in-law has his 90th birthday.  He lives with the family.

  Sept 11, 2001, we wake up and the World Trade Center is gone.  As of a month later, Sam still hasn’t had too many good nights.

  April 12, 2002 Sam has chicken pox.  His birthday party on April 13 is cancelled.  He is out of school.  But the family has had pox, so we have his party at Grandma and Grandpa’s house on April 13.

  April 10, 2002 Anna has something like chicken pox.  Red all over the skin, but we think it was a rash.

                        Grandpa Harold goes into the hospital to have his foot removed.  He is in ICU.

Notes for Katherine (Kathy) Elizabeth Brehm:

Grew up in Seattle, WA with my sister Sally.    We both belonged to Camp Fire.

In 1974, we moved to Mountain Home, ID.   I went to Idaho State University:  Pocatello ID in 1976/77.

I was a leader of a group of Camp Fire girls for 2 years in Mountain Home.

(I started working on family history in 1974 after working in the Historical Museum in Mountain Home.  See above.)

I moved back to Seattle, WA 1977, and my sister Sally had already moved back, so she paved the way.

I worked at Airborne Express Aug 3, 1977 thru Nov 1, 1998.

My plan was to travel before I got married.

In 1976, I planned family reunions in Lincoln, NE for the Brehm/Yost, and the Scheidt/Sinner families.

     It was a great success; I met a lot of great family.

In 1977, I went to the Middle East with Grace Lutheran church, on a cruise.  To Egypt, Israel, Turkey and Greece.

In 1979, I visited friends from Mountain Home AFB in Bitburg, Germany.  Traveling by train through Germany, Austria, Switzerland and Norway.   I went on a walk thru Belgium with Kathy and Ed Larson.

Kathy and Ed also drove me to Amsterdam, where I went on a canal trip.  Seeing where Anne Frank had lived.

In 1981, I went to Italy, England, and France with lifetime friend, Nancy Halstead.

In 1983 I bought a 4-bedroom house.  This seemed really big until I got married and had a son.

In 1988, I went to Eastern Europe.  Prague, Warsaw, Moscow, Leningrad, Budapest, Bucharest.  This was just before the end of the Soviet Union.  Everything was just loosening up.

In 1991, I went back to Eastern Europe, to East Germany, with Grace Lutheran Church.  East Germany had just fallen, and we just drove through Checkpoint Charlie.  I was able to collect parts of the Berlin wall.  Then we traveled through various parts of old West Germany.

Notes for Arthur (Art) Michael LaPella:

Born in Chicago, moved to Everett WA when he was 3 years old.

They moved to his grandma Sarah & grandpa Bert for a few months until they found a place to live.  Moved a few times & finally settled at 1115 32nd St until 1959.  Moved to 1606 Rainier Ave where Paul & Stella lived until 1993. Art married 7/1993, Paul & Stella moved to Auburn, WA with Art.  Stella died there August of 1993.  Art went to many Elem schools. He went to North Jr High and Everett H S.  In 1968 he started at the U of W & graduated in 1972 with a BS degree in math.  After school, Art worked for Boeing for 7 years from Sept 74 - Nov 81 as a programmer/analyst in the Boeing Computer Services Dept. While at Boeing, Sept 1975, he tried a recording studio business with his friend Bob Low.  It didn't work out and they went out of business.  Art left Boeing in 1981, and from Nov 81 to Mar 1987 he owned a small vending route part time.  He moved back home.   While still working on the pop vending business, in May of 1986 he started trading stocks.   He stopped the vending machine business when he felt confident he could make money-trading stocks, and started putting all his time and effort into developing a program to track the performance of preferred stocks.

Fun stuff:

  In 1984/85 Art volunteered to help design a solar power satellite from lunar materials, to get experience for something more financeable.  His quality control contribution and criticism of NASA was so outrageous that NASA leaders and even Senators heard about it.  This was a semi-volunteer organization with ties to NASA lobbyists.

  Clubs:  Computer, astronomy, aerospace, chess organizations, and MENSA.

One of the activities that Art does a lot is the NTN trivia game.

